Sample Letter to Library Director

Feel free to adapt this letter to fit your needs.

Dear ______,

You may already know that October is Art Education for the Blind’s annual Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month, an initiative dedicated to improving access to the arts, art history, and pictorial literacy for people who are blind or visually impaired.  As a library serving this population, I believe we could benefit from joining this international initiative and using this time to learn more about how our library can help achieve the goal of providing complete access to the visual culture of our world for all people who are blind.  We can be part of an all-day telephone conference “crash course” featuring several authors of chapters of Art Beyond Sight: A Resource Guide to Art, Creativity, and Visual Impairment.  Many museums are hosting open houses to publicize the issue, and our library could play an integral role in those open houses. We might also want to host a special program or exhibit to raise awareness about our art resources.

The Art Beyond Sight Collaborative is comprised of institutions and professionals who have been working for years on the joint issues of researching the cognitive capacity of blind people to understand and enjoy visual information, creating the tools with which such information can be conveyed to people without sight, and raising awareness among both people who are blind and institutions providing services to those people about the research and tools that have been made available. During Awareness Month, museums, schools, libraries and all sorts of people from around the world come together to jointly attack the problem of making pictorial literacy and access to the world of art a reality for all blind people.  A number of NLS libraries around the country have organized events related to the arts in general and Art History Through Touch and Sound in particular in the past.

We already have one volume of Art History Through Touch and Sound, a unique multi-sensory art history encyclopedia that, in addition to teaching blind people about art history, helps to develop essential map-reading skills.  We need to explore getting the other volumes, and publicizing this collection to our readership.  The Hadley Correspondence School for the Blind has put together a long-distance art history course using these textbooks. I would like to inform our custodians about this course. 

Please let us use this opportunity when the issue is brought to our attention, and experts in the field are prepared and most eager to help us, to make a difference. The Awareness Month Web site, www.artbeyondsight.org, has more information and details on activities we could do toward this end.

Sincerely,
