Letter to Inaccessible Museum

Feel free to adapt this letter according to your needs.  Send it to the curator of education or director of school programs in addition to an administrative official.

Dear _______:

My name is _____ and I am writing to you on behalf of all the people who are blind or visually impaired in this community.  I want to make you aware of research and programming available on making museum collections accessible to people who are blind or visually impaired.

Years ago it was thought that blind people could not understand visual images.  That misconception has long been disproved, and there now exists a wealth of information on how blind people are able to perceive what has been considered “visual” information and “visual” concepts.  Many methodologies have been developed to enable blind people to experience art, and many programs have been developed with museums to make their collections accessible.

The Art Beyond Sight Collaborative is the organization in which experts on different aspects of art education for people who are blind come together.  Their Web site, www.artseducation.info, is a very useful resource to begin with, as is the book Art Beyond Sight. A Resource Guide to Art, Creativity, and Visual Impairment.  October is the annual Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month, during which experts are especially available to museums looking to find out more about programs.  For instance, there is a full-day telephone conference session that addresses the basics of developing a program, and there may be speakers available in your area for you to contact.  At http://www.artbeyondsight.org/network/index.shtml you can find a group of listservs, where you can post your questions under the appropriate headings.

This is a wonderful opportunity for you to find out about making your museum a real community center that includes everyone.  Don’t miss out!

Sincerely yours,

