Letter from a Museum/Institution Hosting a Program to an Area School

Dear Educator/Principal:


Our museum would like to invite you to participate in this October’s Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month.

As you may know, Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month is a project of the Art Beyond Sight Collaborative, which is comprised of institutions and professionals who have been working for years on the joint issues of researching the cognitive capacity of blind people to understand and enjoy visual information, creating the tools with which such information can be conveyed to people without sight, and raising awareness among both people who are blind and institutions providing services to those people about the research and tools that have been made available. In Awareness Month, museums, schools, libraries and all sorts of people from around the world come together to jointly attack the problem of making pictorial literacy and access to the world of art a reality for all blind people.  One of the purposes of Awareness Month is for museums to develop programming for joint work with students.


Accordingly, we have put together a _____ long program designed primarily to introduce blind students to the basics of art, the concept of a museum, and our collection.  The program is running between _____ and _______, and we would love to have your students participate. This will doubtless be very exciting for your students, most of whom will likely never have visited a museum.

[Museum educators are available to come to your school and speak with your students both before and after the event].  Space is, however, limited, and if you want to take advantage of this opportunity, you will need to contact us soon.

Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month is an opportunity for you, as a school, too.  Art Beyond Sight web page, www.artbeyondsight.org, describes some of the things you could do to bring art to your students.  Get involved!

· Let your teachers know about the listservs they can join to get information.

· Tell your teachers about the important telephone conference training course Art Education for the Blind is sponsoring on Monday, October 17, and make it possible for them to attend at least a couple of sessions.

· Show your teachers the materials available on the Web site that they can use to get started on their own.

We certainly hope that you will take advantage of our special program to introduce your students to the museum experience. Do not hesitate to give me a call for more information on it and other programs we provide.

Sincerely,

