Artist’s Letter of Approach 

Adapt this letter according to your needs.  Decide whether you want to offer your services as a speaker or your artwork or both, and choose the relevant paragraphs.  Insert a line or two about your institution itself if you are familiar with it.

Dear ______,


My name is _____, and I am a(n) professional/amateur artist but unlike most of the artists you know, I have a vision impairment. I would like to contribute to your institution’s celebration of Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month by lending you from my art to display at your facility/giving a presentation or lecture about my work.


Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month, organized by Art Education for the Blind, is a project of the Art Beyond Sight Collaborative, a group of expert researchers and practitioners interested in making art education available to all people who are blind or visually impaired.  Awareness Month is an opportunity for professionals and institutions to raise public awareness about making art and culture a part of life for adults and children affected by sight loss.  One focus is to familiarize parents, teachers, school administrators, recreational counselors, librarians, and museums with the benefits of art activities and museum visits for children with sight loss and with how art can be used to foster braille literacy.  Another focus is to enable community institutions to create and maintain programming implementing the methodology provided by Art Beyond Sight. Some of the participating institutions are the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), both in New York City; the Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens, located in Florida; Alabama’s Birmingham Museum; the Victoria and Albert Museum in London, England; and the Louvre in Paris, France. You can find out more about Art Beyond Sight and its second annual Awareness Month at www.artbeyondsight.org.


Hosting an art exhibit/having an artist who is blind as a guest speaker is a great way to draw a wide audience to your institution.

[add one of the following sentences, depending on the type of organization you’re writing]

Museum: It is a way to spread awareness among your sighted visitors and to reach out to the community of blind people simultaneously.

Library: It is a way to get your readers into your library while showing them what they themselves can accomplish.

School: It is a way to encourage your students to persevere; to teach them that they can succeed at anything they try.


Please contact me at: _____ to indicate your interest in exhibiting my work/having me present a program about my art during Awareness Month.  I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

