Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month:

October 2008

Alert V
SAVE-A-DATE: Friday-Saturday, October 16-17, 2009

Art Beyond Sight: Multimodal Approaches to Learning conference, cosponsored by Art Education for the Blind and The Metropolitan Museum of Art, will held on October 16 and 17, 2009 at The Metropolitan Museum. The registration form and schedule will be posted on our Web Site: www.artbeyondsight.org
If you would like to receive automatic updates on the conference, please send an email to aeb@artbeyondsight.org with your name and title it “conference”.
Michael Naranjo, Visions of the Mind

Grounds For Sculpture, Hamilton, New Jersey, is featuring “Visions of the Mind” an exhibit of artworks by Michael A. Naranjo, a Native American artist who is blind. His work is found in individual and museum collections around the world, including the Vatican, the Heard Museum in Phoenix, and the White House. 
In conjunction with the exhibition, touch tours for the blind and visually impaired were offered and Mr. Naranjo gave a lecture, titled “Touching Beauty.” The exhibition will be on view through April 26, 2009. Grounds For Sculpture, located at 18 Fairgrounds Road, is open Tuesdays through Sundays, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Please see www.groundsforsculpture.org for more information.

Born in 1944, in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Mr. Naranjo lost his sight during the Vietman War. However, learning to make things from clay was a natural outgrowth of his artistic spirit; for his mother, Rose, was a celebrated ceramic artist who taught her children and grandchildren the art of pottery.

After returning from Vietnam, Mr.Naranjo attended the California School for the Blind. Then, back in Santa Fe, he began the challenge of sculpting without having sight and with greatly reduced use of his right hand, which also had been injured.


He honed his intuition to the point where he can assess through touch alone whether his pieces have movement, composition, balance, and flow. And it helps that he is intimately familiar with his subjects: a Native American warrior, a hoop dancer, a female nude, a child, a soldier, a bear, or fish, or bird. 
His style is relatively simple: he uses his fingernails to etch the detail in his sculptures. Tools are impractical since Mr.Naranjo can't see what the end of the tool is doing. Ultimately if a piece doesn't feel right to him, he'll tear it up, perhaps salvaging a single arm or leg. 

 

Mr.Naranjo is a strong advocate for the opportunity to have direct contact with art, which he has made possible through projects such as the touring touchable exhibit he organized at the Heard Museum in Phoenix. He and his wife also have established the Touched by Art Fund at the Santa Fe Community Foundation to enable public school students in New Mexico to visit galleries and museums.

   
Update from Greece

The National Archaeological Museum of Athens began programs for people with vision loss in October 2006, after being introduced to the Art Beyond Sight Collaborative. Its tours include hands-on sessions and discussions. “Now our visually impaired visitors have a chance to touch both original marble antiquities, and clay or bronze replicas,” says Alexandra Christopoulou, who works with the museum’s Department of Public Relations and Educational Programs. 

Among the original objects that can be touched are 17 marble statues from Ancient Greece. These items were selected by the curators of the Sculpture Collection and the conservators of the museum from some 10,000 items. When making their selection, the curators and conservators considered if the artworks were representative objects of an important ancient Greek period, and thus would demonstrate the evolution of art; if they represented a variety of themes; and the state of their preservation. The selected pieces include a sarcophagus, portraits, a lion, and kouros statues.

The museum has a number of replicas in its collection for use by its Education Department. About 15 of them also are used in touch tours, including bronze and clay figures. Some replicas, Ms. Christopoulou tells us, were created for sale in the museum’s gift shop; others were made by individual artists and donated to the museum by the Greek Ministry of Culture. An example of the latter is a clay vase, called a cylix, used by the ancients for wine. An exact copy of an original in the museum’s collection, it was made by the official artist of the Ministry of Culture, Thomas Kotsiyannis.

Most of the museum’s replicas are made of the same material as the originals. However, Ms. Christopoulou notes, even when this is not the case – as with the plaster replica of an archaic kouros – touching the replica enables the visitor to understand the statue’s shape, size, facial features, etc.
Shown here are photos taken from touch tours at the National Archaeological Museum of Athens.
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Regional Meeting of Accessibility in Museums in San Paolo, Brazil
The Modern Art Museum of São Paulo and the Dorina Nowill Foundation for the Blind invite you to the November 4-5 Regional Meeting of Accessibility in Museums To be held at the Lina Bobardi Auditorium of the Museum of Modern Art of São Paulo. Representatives and visitors from various institutions will be present to share experiences and discuss accessibility in museums and cultural institutions.

To register:
go to www.fudacaodorina.org.br, click on the link Encontro Regional de Acessibilidade em Museus, fill out the enrollment sheet with your information and send.

For Further Information, please call +55 11 5087-0999 ext. 0955, or e-mail at: viviane.sarraf@fundacaodorina.org.br or vsarraf@gmail.com.

Plan Ahead: Sign on for 2009

We hope that you will celebrate Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month again next October. If so, how about signing up with us now, so we won’t send you emails every month or two asking you to join?  Awareness Month has grown from Awareness “Week” in 2003 celebrated by 35 organizations to a month-long initiative with some 190 participating museums, libraries, schools and service groups. Let’s continue to work together! (a) sign your organization up now, and (b) contact other arts and service organizations in your area and urging them to join, too. 

Here’s a form for you to cut-and-paste into an email, and then to send to: aeb@artbeyondsight.org.

____  Yes, sign us up for Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month: October 2009

Your name: ___________________________________________________

Name of Institution: ____________________________________________

Street Address: ________________________________________________

City/State/Zip or Country Code: ___________________________________

Phone Number: ___________________________

Fax Number: _____________________________
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