Art Beyond Sight Awareness Alert IV

ART FOR ALL SENSES

ART EDUCATION FOR THE BLIND (AEB) thanks you for participating in Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month: October 2006.  We hope that it was a wonderful experience for you – that you had good programs during the month, that they got publicity and thus helped further your outreach to your community, and that you, your colleagues, and your board of directors were challenged to do more to make art and visual culture accessible to all.
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do your part All year long!

· JOIN ART BEYOND SIGHT ONLINE COMMUNITY: in your Field or in your Neighborhood
Discussion Groups -- share your experiences and talk to experts.  We have five different discipline-based groups: Museums, Educators, Learning Tools, Community and Advocacy, and Theory and Research. 
Listservs. State-by-state or Around the World
· Register your accessible art program or museum on Vision Connection’s Help Near You searchable database at www.visionconnection.org. This will increase participation in your programs and attract local patrons and tourists who are blind or have low vision. 
· If you know of organizations that should be a part of this initiative, please email us and we will contact them next year.

FOCUS ON A Successful NYC Collaboration

In celebration of this year’s Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month, Art Education for the Blind (AEB), the New York Public Library, and BlindArt (UK) cosponsored a multi-sensory art exhibition at New York City’s Andrew Heiskell Library for the Blind. Titled Sense & Sensuality, the exhibition featured award-winning artworks on loan by kind permission of BlindArt, a public not-for-profit organization in the United Kingdom – Registered Charity No. 1104980. The exhibition was staffed by volunteers from CVS Pharmacy and the New York Junior League.

Sense & Sensuality opened on October 3, and ran through October 30. In conjunction with the exhibition, free public programs were held at the library each Wednesday afternoon in October. The first of these programs featured two of the British artists represented in the exhibition, Gary Sargeant and Linda Lieberman, talking about their art and the inspiration for it.  Two programs were led by AEB’s Nina Levent, and the last was led by the Metropolitan Museum of Art’s Pamela Lawton.

Below left: Next to Linda Lieberman’s sculpture titled “The Beginning,” are, left to right, Elisabeth Axel, founder and executive director of AEB, Ms. Lieberman, Gary Sargeant, and Ms. Schutzman. Bottom left: Children at the exhibit opening explore Frances Aviva Blane’s “Mirror.” Below right: Gary Sargeant, in front of his triptych titled “Men as Trees Walking,” talks with Judy and Bobby Schmeidler.
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SHARE YOUR NEWS!

AEB would love to know more about YOUR Awareness Month Events. Please cut and paste the following very brief questionnaire into an email, and send it to coordinator@artbeyondsight.org, subject line: Awareness Month Questionnaire. 
Name: __________________________________________________________
Affiliation: ______________________________________________________
Number of special events held: ______________
Total number of patrons/children participating: _________________________
Brief description of most successful event (including number of participants): ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Did you get any publicity for your special events?  (   ) yes,  (   ) no.
If yes, what? _____________________________________________________________
(IF articles, will you kindly send a copy to us for our files?)
How many people usually participate in your programs for people who are blind or visually impaired? _______

Did your Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month event bring new people into your museum/institution? If yes, how many: _____
Do you want to sign up now for Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month: October 2006?
(   ) yes, add my institution to your ’06 list;  (   ) not yet – contact me in the new year.

PLEASE NOTE: Digital images of your events are welcome. Please submit then with detailed captions. We’d love to share this year’s successful programs so others can get ideas for projects they can do. Images and captions should be sent to: coordinator@artbeyondsight.org.

SAVE A DATE


An international conference on multi-modal learning will be held in New York City next September 28 & 29 to kick off ART BEYOND SIGHT AWARENESSMONTH: OCTOBER 2007. The conference will be cosponsored by Art Education for the Blind (AEB), The Metropolitan Museum of Art, and UNESCO.  This conference follows the highly popular Multi-Modal Approaches to Learning conference that AEB and the Met cosponsored in 2005 – a conference that quickly sold out.


  	We will post details on the � HYPERLINK "http://www.artbeyondsight.org" ��www.artbeyondsight.org� Discussion Groups as soon as available. You might, however, want to mark these dates on your calendar now.
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