Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month:

October 2008

Alert IV
Dial In and Speak Up: Here’s your chance to learn from the experts, ask questions, and network!

Sixth Annual Telephone Conference Crash Course: 
Monday, October 27, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Art Education for the Blind’s Annual Telephone Conference Crash Course will be held from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. (Eastern Daylight Time) on Monday, October 27. The morning will focus on the ADA and assistive technology; the afternoon will cover successful museum programs, art making materials and instruction, and art therapy. Callers-in pay normal long-distant phone charges, but NO additional fees. Here’s a link to the schedule listing the featured speakers:

http://www.artbeyondsight.org/change/aw-crashcourse.shtml
The teleconference number is (712) 432-0220. 
Our conference access code is 232-2008.

9 – 10 a.m.: The ADA: Its History, Revisions, and Ramifications

Elisabeth Salzhauer Axel, founder and president of Art Education for the Blind, and Janice Majewski, from the United States Department of Justice, will discuss the ADA and the recent revisions to it. Before heading down to Washington, DC, this past summer to testify at the hearings re the revisions, Ms. Axel wrote to many of you urging you to make your voices heard. Here is a link to the revisions, testimony at the public hearings, etc.:
http://www.ada.gov/newregs.htm
10 – 11 a.m.: The International Spy Museum: A Case Study

In 2004, Michael Byington, president of the Kansas Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired, filed a complaint against the International Spy Museum in Washington, DC, alleging that people who are blind or visually impaired were denied “full and equal enjoyment of the Museum’s goods, services and facilities of the Museum in violation of title III of the ADA.” That case was settled this past summer. A copy of the settlement can be found online at: http://www.ada.gov/spymuseum.htm. This session of our teleconference will review the case.
11 a.m. – noon: Other ADA Issues and New Technology

Larry Goldberg, Media Access at WGBH, Boston; Deborah Lewis, ELA Foundation; and Sofie Andersen, Antenna Audio, share their expertise in making the visual and performing arts accessible through innovative technology.

Noon – 1 p.m.: Pilot Museum Programs: 
Challenges, Community Resources, Sustainability

Educators from five museums talk about their successful pilot programs, and provide tips for reaching out to the community to create a program that will last through staff changes and budget cuts.
1 – 2 p.m.: After the Pilot: Next Steps
Pilot programs are important. They generate ideas, uncover problems, and get people excited about what is possible. As Hannah Goodwin, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and the discussion leader of this session, points out, it is sometimes difficult to move past the pilot program, and to grow and evolve as needed. All kinds of things can get in the way, from a lack of resources to a lack of support. Ultimately, our goal is full access for everyone. For this to happen, every pilot or beginning program needs to grow and develop. This session will focus on successes, as well as museums’ struggles and obstacles, how they were overcome, and what issues are still there. It is hoped that the sharing of the panel’s experiences will help to ease the way for newer programs and further expand all of our existing programs.

2 – 3 p.m.: Programs for Seniors

“Museums today are recognizing the tremendous interest that many older adults have in continuing to learn, and are tapping into that for purposes of audience development, volunteer recruitment, and employment,” says Francesca Rosenberg from the Museum of Modern Art in New York City, who will lead this session. “Teleconference participants will obtain information about conceptualizing, developing, and implementing new programs, or expanding existing programs. Discussion will center around adapting programs to different settings, such as museums, care centers, and the home, and to the unique circumstances and experiences of this growing population: from 'well' seniors to home-bound individuals, people with Alzheimer's and other dementia.”

3 – 4 p.m.: Art Making Supplies and Instruction
Speakers will discuss materials and techniques they found appropriate and popular with children and adults with disabilities including those who are visually impaired and with Autism. They will share their experience and involvement with various institutions as educators, and will discuss how their own art practice impacts their program development.
4 – 5 p.m.: Art Therapy

Julie Cox, who runs the Matter at Hand program Albright Knox Gallery, Buffalo, NY (the program serves individuals with special needs and uses guided tours, hands-on workshops and group discussions to enable individuals to express themselves verbally and nonverbally in the art museum environment), will lead this discussion on using art to enhance the lives of children and adults with various disabilities.

5 – 5:30 p.m.: Open Discussion – while each session provides opportunities for questions and comments from callers in, Art Education for the Blind staff welcome end-of-the day reflections and suggestions for topics to be covered in future teleconferences.
Funding for the Crash Course came, in part, from the 
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs.
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FIRST INCLUSIVE SCULPTING WORKSHOP 
AT THE MUSEO DE ARTE DE PUERTO RICO 
The Museo de Arte de Puerto Rico (MAPR) has dedicated important human and material efforts to implement inclusive programs for people with disabilities. The museum collaborates with local institutions such as the Instituo de Asistencia Tecnológica, which is part of the University of Puerto Rico, to develop interpretative and educational tools for its programs. MAPR also participates in the Art Awareness Month offering an eight-session inclusive sculpting course to people who are partially sighted or blind, and sighted.
“We had a successful attendance of both blind and sighted participants. We also had the privilege of having two sculptors-educators as facilitators, one of them who is blind,” says Josarie Molina, the Schools and Family Program Coordinator at MAPR.
Participants learned fundamental sculpting and modeling skills and techniques. Their works of art will be displayed at the MAPR’s Student Gallery from November 5th to the 16th, 2008. 
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PLEASE TOUCH AGAIN

Tohono Chul Park’s Please Touch Again art exhibit is back! After 2004 and 2005 award-winning exhibits, the Park opened the third of its series on Thursday August 21st.  People with vision loss are encouraged to touch the objects; Braille and large print labels are available; and Park Docents offer verbal description tours.

"Everyone has to the right to learn about the shared culture and art of our world and to participate in the creative process of artistic self-expression,” says Peggy Hazard, Assistant Exhibit Curator at Tohono Chul Park. “Museums, schools, parents, and community members are joining together to make universal access to art a reality.”

Featuring works from artists across the country, the exhibit offers a wide array of media such as clay, wood, fibers, metals, paper and mixed media assemblages. Characteristics such as surface texture, form, negative-positive space, temperature of materials, and audio features are strong qualities of work selected, inviting the visitors to a multi-sensory experience. For example, working in clay, Debbie Jensen created a desert-inspired piece depicting three things that any Arizona school child knows to never touch: a beady Gila monster, delicate birds’ eggs and fuzzy prickly pear cactus pads. Rachel Hunnicutt knitted a tempting-to-touch piece that resembles a fuchsia-colored sea anemone.
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Shown here are two of the course’s participants: Luis Pérez, 22 years old (to the left), and Hugo Mardales, 78.  
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Rachael Hunnicutt’s and Debbie Jensen’s artworks are shown here.








