Art Beyond Sight Awareness Alert IV:

Employment in the Arts

Accessibility and Employment: AEB joins MentorMatch at AFB CareerConnect 
MentorMatch, an extensive database on AFB CareerConnect, now include mentors in the arts!  This database has over 1,000 mentors who are blind or visually impaired. Art Education for the Blind’s Mathew Turner has worked on this project for the last six months. Mathew has interviewed dozens of legally blind professionals with experience working in the arts and now many of these new mentors have joined Mentor Match and are volunteering their expertise to those who would like to explore careers in the art and cultural institutions. 
As stated by AFB on their website:

“Hiring and retaining workers who are blind or visually impaired is good business, and it is easier to do than you may think thanks to the many resources and technologies now available. Retention is especially important, particularly with today's aging workforce…Blind and visually impaired workers have proven their value in a wide range of occupations. Technology further enables them to do more jobs than ever thought possible. Although some accommodation may be needed, it is often low in cost and easy to implement. The additional investment required is relatively small, and the return—in gaining or retaining loyal, high-quality employees who help to diversify your workforce—makes the return on investment a good one.”
(http://www.afb.org/Section.asp?SectionID=7&TopicID=116)
It is an important part of Art Education for the Blind’s mission to encourage employment in the arts for people with visual impairments. CareerConnect presents information about the range and diversity of jobs performed by adults who are blind or visually impaired and provides free resources for both employers and jobseekers with visual impairments.
Become a MENTOR! If you are a museum or an arts professional and would like to participate in an e-mentoring program for someone who is blind or visually impaired, please email your contact information to coordinator@artbeyondsight.org; subject line: Mentor program
Wrap up: SHARE YOUR NEWS!
AEB would love to know more about YOUR Awareness Month Events. Please cut and paste the following very brief questionnaire into an email, and send it to coordinator@artbeyondsight.org, subject line: Awareness Month Questionnaire. 
____________
Name: __________________________________________________________
 
Affiliation: ______________________________________________________
 
Number of special events held: ______________
 
Total number of patrons/children participating: _________________________
 
Brief description of most successful event (including number of participants): _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
 
Did you do any promotion of the(se) events  (   ) yes,  (  ) no.
If yes, what? ____________________________________________________
 
Did you get any publicity?  (   ) yes,  (   ) no.
If yes, what? ____________________________________________________
 
How many people usually participate in special programs for people who are blind or visually impaired? ________________________________
 
Did your Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month event bring any new people into your museum/institution? _______________________________________________
 
Do you want to sign up now for Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month: October 2006?
(   ) yes, add my institution to your ’06 list;  (   ) not yet – contact me after the new year.
You can do your part All year long!

· spread the word and Bring art to everyone in your community! FORWARD THIS EMAIL to friends and colleagues! 
· JOIN ART BEYOND SIGHT ONLINE COMMUNITY: in your Field or in your Neighborhood
Discussion Groups -- share your experiences and talk to experts.  We have five different discipline-based groups: Museums, Educators, Learning Tools, Community and Advocacy, and Theory and Research. 
Listservs. State-by-state or Around the World
· Register your accessible art program or museum on Vision Connection’s Help Near You searchable database at www.visionconnection.org. This will increase participation in your programs and attract local patrons and tourists who are blind or have low vision. 
· If you know of organizations that should be a part of this initiative, please email us and we will contact them next year.

Upcoming Events

November 2 - 5 

Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens, Jacksonville, FL, is hosting the National VSA Arts Education Institute, which will include core sessions, workshops offering hands-on skill building opportunities, daily study groups to develop professional action plans and private consultation with faculty. Art Connections, the newly designed, fully accessible education space at the Cummer Museum will provide a focus for each and every workshop and will serve as an example of an institution that has benefited in all areas through inclusionary practice. The VSA arts Education Institute faculty will include professionals from the Lincoln Center Institute for Arts and Education and the Kennedy Center Arts in Education programs. For details, call the museum at (904) 356-6857. 

November 4-23
Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and Art, The Great Hall and Great Hall Gallery, 7 East 7 th St., New York City, is the location for a special exhibition of internationally curated artwork created by emerging and established contemporary artists who have autism. The exhibition is sponsored by sponsored by: Pure Vision Arts, The Shield Institute, The Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and Art, and The FAR Fund/Fund for Social Change; for details, contact purevisionarts@aol.com.

November 4

Pure Vision Arts, The Shield Institute, New York City, are sponsoring a 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Symposium in celebration of the cultural achievements of people on the autism spectrum. Among the featured speakers are scientist and writer Dr. Temple Grandin; Clara Park, author of Exiting Nirvana: A Daughter's Life with Autism; renowned artist Jessica Park; and John Carley, a playwright and Executive Director of GRASP. In addition, Johnny and Chris Sietz will perform “Dialogue in Our World: God does Not Make Garbage.” For details, call Pamala Rogers, (212) 366-4263, or send an e-mail to purevisionarts@aol.com.









