Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month:

October 2008

Alert III
You can Still do your part!

· spread the word to everyone in your community!  FORWARD THIS EMAIL to friends and colleagues! 
· JOIN ART BEYOND SIGHT ONLINE COMMUNITY: Share your experiences and talk to experts.  We have five different discipline-based Discussion Groups: Museums, Educators, Learning Tools, Community and Advocacy, and Theory and Research. http://www.artbeyondsight.org/network/discussion.shtml
· Participate in the annual TELEPHONE CONFERENCE CRASH COURSE. Here’s a link to this year’s schedule: http://www.artbeyondsight.org/change/aw-crashcourse.shtml .

· Display this year’s Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month poster and give brochures to the public (insert a sheet re your own programs). If you’re out of brochures and need another batch, write Joan at: coordinator@artbeyondsight.org. 

· If you know of organizations that should be a part of this international initiative, please send contact information to aeb@artbeyondsight.org and we will get in touch with them next year.

“MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE”:
ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE AND ACCESSIBLE ARTS
For its third Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month, the Albuquerque Museum offered a feast for the senses by bringing together the performing and visual arts and art history: showcasing music and poetry by children and adults with vision loss, touch tours of the museum’s sculpture garden, and a demonstration on woodblock printing by artist Mary Sweet.

“More than Meets the Eye” was a collaborative between The Albuquerque Museum, the New Mexico Commission for the Blind, the National Federation of the Blind (NFB), New Mexico, and VSA North Fourth Art Center. After working separately with each institution, Elizabeth Becker, Associate Curator of Education, explained that “it made sense to bring us all to the table to share our resources.”

Among participating artists were Jennifer Espinosa (poet) and Kevin Lord (singer), both from VSA Day Arts Program; Kelly Burma (singer) and Caroline Benavidez (guitar and voice), from the NFB; and Voices de Oro, members of the New Mexico School for the Blind and Visually Impaired choir.

Kevin Lord, who warmed up the crowd with songs by the Rolling Stones and David Bowie, says, “Joining on stage and singing over the microphone was great!”

The touch tours, along with bringing a multi-sensory approach, took on a fun turn as, while listening to water hitting the ground from one of the sculptures that interprets a desert rain storm, someone decided to splash water on the children, who welcome it joyfully on such a hot day.
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Shown here: A docent and participants
exploring a sculpture. 
Photo: Marvin Lee Rohovec.

The event gathered more than 60 people; participants and organizers were very satisfied with the turnout. “For me the experience was really wonderful and memorable, just going up on the stage knowing that everyone really wanted to be there and hear what we had to say,” notes Ms. Espinoza.
”Artistic excellence and access were our main goals for designing this event. ‘More than Meets the Eye’ provided our artists an opportunity to perform beyond the walls of VSA and share their talent with the general public. I am especially proud of their professionalism, enthusiasm and response. This allowed for the artists and community to be integrated and accepted,” says Lina Jabra, Art Enterprises & Community Exhibits Manager.

TOUCHABLE PAINTINGS
The Bureau of Braille and Talking Book Library Services in Daytona Beach, Florida, welcomed artist Diane L. Bradley of St. Augustine at its first of three special art events this month. Ms. Bradley presented several of her paintings that, thanks to her rich use of impasto, could be enjoyed both by sight and by touch.
“I love the freedom of not being locked into one style, subject matter, or medium. My philosophy is that art should be FUN: My work is colorful and energetic. My hope is the viewer will get as much pleasure looking at it as I did creating it,”

says Ms. Bradley, who holds an MA degree from Nazareth College, Rochester, New York. (You can see more of artist’s work at: www.dianebradleyart.com.)
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Artist Diane Bradley (right in photo)

is shown with one of the program’s 

participants, who is exploring
the tactile painting.
Photo: Dorothy Minor

More than 30 people attended her presentation, including students from the Florida Division of Blind Services Orientation and Adjustment Center. “It was clear from the reactions of those who attended that they deeply appreciated the chance to experience Ms. Bradley's creations, and while they touched her art, her art was also touching them,” says Mike G. Gunde, Chief of the Bureau. “Each year that we have participated in Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month, we have seen the world of art open up a little more to people with visual disabilities, and interest growing in the books about art that we have in our collection of materials in Braille and recorded formats.”
Such positive feedback encouraged the library to include a list of arts and blindness books in its monthly newsletter. Since then, the library has received more than 1,000 requests for these items.

The library’s other Awareness Month programs also feature artist: painter Susan Sims Morrison (Morrison has posted on the Web a fascinating story about her participation in a tactile art show 
http://island11.wordpress.com/2008/02/25/the-journey-follow-up-story-of

-a-painting-life-and-art-lessons-learned) and master jeweler and silversmith Ernest "Harvest" Martino.

WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING?

Go to www.artbeyondsight.org  and click “calendar” (bottom of homepage) for a list of public activities being presented this month – including the Monday, October 27, Telephone Conference Crash Course, featuring experts from across the country.
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