Art Beyond Sight Awareness Alert III:

Artists with Visual Impairments
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Art Beyond Sight E-Gallery Features Artists with Visual Impairment

http://www.artbeyondsight.org/change/e-gallery.shtml
As part of Art Education for the Blind’s advocacy program, we have dedicated a part of our website to an online gallery which promotes artists who are visually impaired working in all media including painting, sculpture and photography. For each artist, the e-gallery includes images, a short biography, artist statements and contact information. Our e-gallery will also serve as a resource for museums and schools that are looking for artists to participate in residencies or programming. 
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Currently 13 artists are featured in the e-gallery: including Esref Armagan, Toni L. Christenson, Vinod Dave, Bruce Hall, Robert Koval, George Mendoza, Tony McCutcheon Ketra Oberlander, Michael Richard, Barbara Romain, Kurt Weston, Robert Steinem and Patricia Youngquist.
We welcome suggestions for other working artists who are blind or visually impaired to be added to this gallery. Send the artists' email addresses and other contact information to aeb@artbeyondsight.org, with a cc to: coordinator@artbeyondsight.org.

BlindArt In the UK

BlindArt is a charitable organization based in the UK whose aim is to encourage participation and interaction of the visually impaired in the sighted domain of the visual arts. BlindArt’s inaugural project; Sense and Sensuality, was a nationwide open competition, which culminated in an exhibition in March 2005 at the Royal College of Art.  The juried competition was open to all artists; blind, partially sighted and sighted, to create work specifically accessible to the visually impaired audience. The competition and exhibition will now be annual event organized by BlindArt. For more information about BlindArt, this year’s winners, or next year’s competition, go to: http://www.blindart.net/home
Art Beyond Sight Awards Recognize Community Partnerships
Art Education for the Blind (AEB) on behalf of the Art Beyond Sight Collaborative presented Art Beyond Sight Community Awards 2005 in recognition of the vital community partnerships forged by the awardees and their important achievements in making art and culture accessible for all.  Awards were presented in two communities: Baltimore, MD and Jacksonville, Florida. 
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In Baltimore, Maryland, AEB recognized the work of The Walters Art Museum and Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. AEB extended its special thanks to John Shields, Docent Coordinator at the Walters Art Museum, Baltimore, for his active role in the Art Beyond sight Collaborative and his invaluable expertise and advice that he has kindly volunteered for years. As a token of appreciation, AEB and Freedom Scientific presented Walters Art Museum one copy of the most recent version of Jaws software; this screen reading program enables blind and visually impaired users to access materials on the Web.  Museums use this program to test their Website for accessibility. In addition, AEB and Benetech Initiative presented to the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped a one-year subscription to Bookshare.org, which gives you "all-you-can-read" access to books in easy-to-use digital formats. Books and periodicals from Bookshare.org contain the full text of the publication (not pre-recorded audio) that can be read with the adaptive technology of the reader's choice. A talking software application is included with membership, providing members with one option for reading the books. The publications are also available in contracted digital Braille.  

For the Art Beyond Sight Awards in Baltimore, AEB was honored to have Dr. Joanne M. Wilson as presenter. Dr. Joanne Wilson is currently the Executive Director of Affiliate Action at the National Federation of the Blind’s, National Center in Baltimore, MD. Dr. Wilson also served as the 10th Commissioner of the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA), having been appointed by President Bush. Also present, as seen in the photo above, were: (left to right) Dr. Gary Vikan, Director, Walters Art Museum, next to Dr. Wilson, Jill Lewis, Director, Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, and John Shields, Manager of Docent and Internship Programs, Walters Art Museum.
In Jacksonville, Florida, Art Beyond Sight Awards were given to the Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens, the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind, Independent Living for the Adult Blind, VSA Arts of Florida, and W.W. Gay Mechanical Contractors. AEB recognized especially the work of Hope McMath, Director of Education at the Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens for her active role in the Art Beyond Sight Collaborative, and the expertise and advice that she has kindly volunteered for years. AEB and Antenna Audio Inc. presented the Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens with a two-hour consultation.  Antenna Audio, the world leader in audio-visual interpretation for museums, also provides solutions for visitors with special needs such as audio tours for visually impaired, descriptive & touch tours, virtual tours and sign language tours. AEB and Benetech Initiative gave the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind a one-year subscription to Bookshare.org.

You can Still do your part!

· spread the word and Bring art to everyone in your community! FORWARD THIS EMAIL to friends and colleagues! 
· JOIN ART BEYOND SIGHT ONLINE COMMUNITY: in your Field or in your Neighborhood
Discussion Groups -- share your experiences and talk to experts.  We have five different discipline-based groups: Museums, Educators, Learning Tools, Community and Advocacy, and Theory and Research. 
Listservs. State-by-state or Around the World
· You should have received your copy of Awareness Month poster (pictured above) and brochures in the mail. Display the poster and give brochures to the public. To order more posters or brochures please write us at coordinator@artbeyondsight.org  

· Register your accessible art program or museum on Vision Connection’s Help Near You searchable database at www.visionconnection.org. This will increase participation in your programs and attract local patrons and tourists who are blind or have low vision. 
· Become a MENTOR! If you are a museum or an arts professional and would like to participate in an e-mentoring program for someone who is blind or visually impaired, please email your contact information to coordinator@artbeyondsight.org; subject line: Mentor program
· If you know of organizations that should be a part of this initiative, please email us and we will contact them next year.

Upcoming Events:

October 26
Albright-Knox Art Gallery, Buffalo, NY, has a “Matter at Hand” Art Class, from 2 to 4 p.m., for adults who are visually impaired. Participants will be given a verbal imaging tour of “The Wall: Reshaping Contemporary Chinese Art,” followed by a hands-on art activity. The class is free, but registration is required and space is limited. Call (716) 270-8249 for details or to register.
Museo de Arte de Puerto Rico, San Juan, is hosting a lecture on Visual Impairment. For details, call the museum's education department at (787) 977-6277, ext. 2230 or 2261.

October 27
American Folk Art Museum, New York City, welcomes people to explore folk art through the museum’s touch collection of quilts and sculptures, from 1 to 2 p.m. For information or to reserve a spot on the tour, call (212) 265-1040, ext. 119, or send an e-mail to jlo@folkartmuseum.org. (Note: the museum is wheelchair accessible and has two wheelchairs available on site.)

The Lower East Side Tenement Museum, New York City, visits Visions at Selis Manor ( 135 West 23 rd Street , NYC) for a “Stories in Art Program,” part of a series organized by Art Education for the Blind. Participants will learn about the Museum's historic 1863 tenement building, 97 Orchard Street , and some of the residents who lived there, and will hear the compelling story of how the German-Jewish Gumpertz family started a new life in America in the 1870s. After the presentation by one of the museum's educators, participants will discuss the connections between immigrant experiences past and present. Contact Selis@megapathdsl.net for details.

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City, has a special Picture This! workshop for adults who are blind or partially sighted, from 2 to 4 p.m., on “The Perfect Medium: Photography and the Occult.” This exhibition includes photographs made between the 1860s and the 1940s that deal with paranormal and occult phenomena. These stunning and surprising photographs attempt to reconcile the physical and spiritual worlds. 

October 29 - 30 
Eli Whitney Museum, Hamden, CT – an experimental building workshop for children -- has the following hands-on projects available on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 5 p.m.: “Frederick,” a mouse in wood and cloth that accompanies Leo Lionni's fable about the power of the inner eye (for 5- to 7-year olds); “Pathagoras' Harp,” a single-string dulcimer (for 7- to 9-year olds); and “Communicating Circuit,” a working investigation of the wiring that carries voices on the telephone (for 10-year olds to teens).

Lower East Side Tenement Museum, New York City, offers its “Confino Living History Program” at noon, 1, 2 and 3 p.m. Tour a living history apartment based on the Sephardic-Jewish Confino family from Kastoria (once part of the Ottoman Empire, now in Greece). Travel back to circa 1916 with a costumed interpreter who welcomes visitors as though they are newly arrived immigrants, teaching them how to adapt to life in America. Visitors may touch any items in the apartment, try on period clothing, and fox trot to music played on an old wind-up Victrola. For reservations, contact TicketWeb ( www.ticketweb.com ) or call (800) 965-4827. 

October 29
Birmingham Museum of Art, 2000 Eighth Ave., Birmingham, AL, is hosting a 1 p.m. performance by visually impaired musicians.

Jersey City Museum, New Jersey, is holding its “WBGO Kids Jazz Series” at 12:30 p.m. WBGO books top jazz musicians who also understand the “language of jazz to young people.” This program is free, but adults must be accompanied by a child!

Museo de Arte de Puerto Rico, San Juan, has a guided tour and creative workshop for visually impaired adults. Call the museum for details: (787) 977-6277, ext. 2230 or 2261.

National Gallery, London, UK, has an “Art Through Words” session for visitors with visual impairment, beginning at 11:30 a.m. Marion Cole will lead the session, based upon 17th-century French painter Claude’s “Landscape with Aeneas at Delos.” The session begins in the Sainsbury Wing conference room, and then moves into the gallery in which the painting is displayed.

Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art, Hartford, CT, has a special 10 a.m. verbal description tour of its collections. Space is limited, so interested museum-goers are advised to register in advance by calling (860) 838-4049. Tours like this are now a regular part of the museum's programming, so if you are unable to enjoy one during Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month, call the museum for later times and dates. 

October 30 
The Noguchi Museum, Long Island City, NY, has free touch tours for children. For details of this special event, contact the museum's education department at (718) 204-7088, ext. 205.

November 2 - 5 

Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens, Jacksonville, FL, is hosting the National VSA Arts Education Institute, which will include core sessions, workshops offering hands-on skill building opportunities, daily study groups to develop professional action plans and private consultation with faculty. Art Connections, the newly designed, fully accessible education space at the Cummer Museum will provide a focus for each and every workshop and will serve as an example of an institution that has benefited in all areas through inclusionary practice. The VSA arts Education Institute faculty will include professionals from the Lincoln Center Institute for Arts and Education and the Kennedy Center Arts in Education programs. For details, call the museum at (904) 356-6857. 

November 4-23
Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and Art, The Great Hall and Great Hall Gallery, 7 East 7 th St., New York City, is the location for a special exhibition of internationally curated artwork created by emerging and established contemporary artists who have autism. The exhibition is sponsored by sponsored by: Pure Vision Arts, The Shield Institute, The Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and Art, and The FAR Fund/Fund for Social Change; for details, contact purevisionarts@aol.com.

November 4

Pure Vision Arts, The Shield Institute, New York City, are sponsoring a 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Symposium in celebration of the cultural achievements of people on the autism spectrum. Among the featured speakers are scientist and writer Dr. Temple Grandin; Clara Park, author of Exiting Nirvana: A Daughter's Life with Autism; renowned artist Jessica Park; and John Carley, a playwright and Executive Director of GRASP. In addition, Johnny and Chris Sietz will perform “Dialogue in Our World: God does Not Make Garbage.” For details, call Pamala Rogers, (212) 366-4263, or send an e-mail to purevisionarts@aol.com.
Art Education for the Blind’s


Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month


 is going strong!


Celebrate October, 2005!





Awareness Month is a chance for museums, libraries, schools and other community institutions – even individuals –to showcase the work they are doing to promote art education for people who are blind or visually impaired. The 100 organizations celebrating this year’s Awareness Month are posted on our website � HYPERLINK "http://www.artbeyondsight.org" ��www.artbeyondsight.org�.


People who are blind both can and should have access to the world’s visual culture. They should take their place in the arts and museum communities, as participants, contributors, and employees
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Bruce Hall








