Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month:

October 2008

Alert II
Awareness Month is a chance for museums, libraries, schools, and other community institutions – even individuals – to showcase the work they are doing to promote art education for people who are blind or visually impaired. The 182 organizations celebrating this year’s Awareness Month are posted on our Web site at http://www.artbeyondsight.org/change/aw-participants.shtml. Their public activities for people with vision loss and other disabilities are found on the site’s Awareness Month Calendar: http://www.artbeyondsight.org/change/aw-calendar.shtml. (Please note: You can access the Awareness Month Calendar of Events directly from the Web site’s home page by clicking on “calendar” in the bottom guide bar.)

People who are blind both can and should have access to the world’s visual culture. They should take their place in the arts and museum communities, as participants, contributors, and employees.

SAVE-A-DATE: Monday, October 27
Art Education for the Blind’s Annual Telephone Conference Crash Course will be held from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. (Eastern Daylight Time) on Monday, October 27. The morning will focus on the ADA and assistive technology; the afternoon will cover successful museum programs, art making materials and instruction, and art therapy. For the full schedule and list of speakers, go to: http://www.artbeyondsight.org/change/aw-crashcourse.shtml
Kudos to the Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens
“For years, one local group of women has met at The Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens and proven that low vision and blindness doesn’t have to affect their artistic ability and creativity…” So begins David Chapman’s article in the Jacksonville, Florida, Financial News & Daily Record – one of four articles on the museum’s Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month exhibit. The museum also got extensive television and radio coverage re its “Women in Vision: Ten Years of Art Beyond Sight” exhibit.
 “’The Women of Vision’ gives the Cummer the opportunity to highlight the work of the participating artists, but also gives us a tool to raise awareness of the importance of programs for people often isolated from the offerings of cultural institutions,” says Hope McMath, Deputy Director of Programs at the Cummer Museum. “By exhibiting the works in one of the Cummer’s main galleries and offering public programming throughout the month, we are trying to take something that might seem to live on the margins and make it absolutely central. After ten years, the Women of Vision program has created an important legacy of art access at the Cummer and beyond,” adds Ms. McMath, who has been involved in the project since its inception.
In addition to having this exciting Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month program, the Cummer Museum has a history of successfully publicizing Awareness Month and the museum’s involvement in it. Its success is due, in part, to the excellent relationship between Education Department staff and the Marketing Director. This year, for instance, they arranged for a special press tour of “The Women of Vision” exhibit, plus had “mini exhibits” related to “Women of Vision” and the museum’s program at Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind at the public library and at local PBS studios. Still to come is the museum’s “Open House/Family Day,” scheduled for October 21st and sure to bring more attention.
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Shown here is one of the images in the Women of Vision exhibition: a painting by Frances Bingen.

The biggest benefits re the publicity, Ms. Math notes, “are increased exposure for these programs and a lot of people calling who did not know we did programs for people with disabilities, specifically things like touch tours, inclusive art classes, etc. We should begin to see increased attendance in such programs. We have had a school that we have not previously served already book tours with us as a result, and we have a dozen folks who want too become Women of Vision, which will finally give us the ’umph’ to do a general public, drop-in version of the Women of Vision program if I can find some minimal financial resources for it.”

Tactile Graphics 2008: Birmingham, UK

The RNIB Center for Accessible Information (incorporating the former National Centre for Tactile Diagrams) is hosting “Tactile Graphics 2008,” the fourth international conference on tactile diagrams, maps and pictures for blind and partially sighted children and adults, on December 4 and 5. There will be pre-conference workshops on December 3. The event is being held at Jurys Inn, Birmingham, UK. Booking for the conference closes on Monday, November 10. To book online, go to: http://www.nctd.org.uk/Conference/Conf2008/book.asp. For the provisional program, go to: http://www.nctd.org.uk/Conference/Conf2008/programme.asp.
Photographers from India

Partho Bhowmick, a professional photographer in Mumbai, India, was moved by the story of a blind photographer, Evgan Bavcar. It inspired him to develop a photography workshop for people who are partially sighted or blind, which he implemented in collaboration with the Victoria Memorial School for the Blind (VMSB).

Titled Blind with a camera, Mr. Bhowmick’s program was born from the idea that photographs could be shot by the mind as much as by the eye; that they reflect a point of view, an experience of reality, which is anchored not in the physical ability to see, but rather the ability to see through your mind’s eye.
“I used sounds to base my judgment, my heart to capture the silence and mind to capture the noise,” says Rahul Shirsat, a student at VMSB and a workshop participant.

After being taught the basic technique to use a point-and-shoot 35mm or SLR camera, the participants spend time sensing the space, listening to sounds, or/and touching objects. They are sensitive to the warmth of light to identify its direction; some who have visual memories correlate them with the moment. “I wanted the learning session to be informal, highly interactive, realistic and close to the experiences in living with visually impairment. There was no teaching material. We only had cameras. My involvement varies from picture to picture; at times it would as high as 30% and 10% on the lower side. My interactions are sometime one to one and sometime in small groups”, says Mr. Bhowmick.  Finally propelled by a strong intuition and judgment, they ‘click’ a photograph.
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The results capture the diversity of personal and sensory experiences of the photographers. Their work was displayed in an exhibition offering tactile diagrams of each photograph for other partially sighted visitors to explore them, as shown here. More information about the photographers and examples of their work can be found at: http://www.parthobhowmick.com/index.htm
PLAN AHEAD: CALL TO ARTISTS

The Utah State Library for the Blind and Disabled is looking for artwork from artists who are blind, visually impaired, or physically disabled to be entered in an art exhibition in the summer or fall of 2009.

Educators: Consider beginning a class project or identify individual students who show interest in art and would like to participate in an art exhibit next year. The exhibit will be highly publicized statewide and displayed at the Utah State Library.

The Library will issue a “call for entries” within the next few weeks. Watch for more information regarding requirements on the Library’s Web site (http://blindlibrary.utah.gov/) or contact Krista Griffiths for entry dates and registration forms: phone, (801) 715-6790; email, griffiths@utah.gov.
Please share this newsletter with your colleagues and friends.
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