Art Beyond Sight Awareness Alert II:

Multi-modal Approaches to Literacy and Learning
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We’re Getting the Word Out!
In NYC

If you live in the NYC area, watch “ART BEYOND SIGHT AWARENESS MONTH 2005,” a 28-minute film about AEB and Awareness Month produced by awarding-winning radio and Internet producer, educator, writer, and sound designer Lou Giansante. The film will be aired:
Manhattan Neighborhood Network, Time Warner Channel 34

Wednesday 
October 5
@ 8:00 pm

Sunday 
October 9 
@ 8:00 pm

Wednesday 
October 12 
@ 11:30 am

Brooklyn Community Access Televsion, Time Warner channel 34, Cablevision channel 67

Wednesday 
October 5
@ 11:30 am and 7:30 pm

Wednesday
October 12
@ 11:30 am and 7:30 pm

Wednesday 
October 19
@ noon

Wednesday 
October 26
@11:30 am and 7:30 pm

1010 WINS Radio station will be running Public Service Announcements about Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month

Around the Country

The Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens Awareness Month programming and the special exhibition "Beyond the Frame: Impressionism Revisited," featuring J. Seward Johnson's large sculptural interpretations of Impressionist paintings has received much media attention, including a piece in Saturday, 10/1, Florida Times-Union/Jacksonville.

Let us know if your Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month program has received publicity!

You can do your part!

· spread the word and Bring art to everyone in your community! FORWARD THIS EMAIL to friends and colleagues! 
· JOIN ART BEYOND SIGHT ONLINE COMMUNITY: in your Field or in your Neighborhood
Discussion Groups -- share your experiences and talk to experts.  We have five different discipline-based groups: Museums, Educators, Learning Tools, Community and Advocacy, and Theory and Research. 
Listservs. State-by-state or Around the World
· You should have received your copy of Awareness Month poster (pictured above) and brochures in the mail. Display the poster and give brochures to the public. To order more posters or brochures please write us at coordinator@artbeyondsight.org  

· Register your accessible art program or museum on Vision Connection’s Help Near You searchable database at www.visionconnection.org. This will increase participation in your programs and attract local patrons and tourists who are blind or have low vision. 
· Become a MENTOR! If you are a museum or an arts professional and would like to participate in an e-mentoring program for someone who is blind or visually impaired, please email your contact information to coordinator@artbeyondsight.org; subject line: Mentor program
· If you know of organization that should be a part of this initiative, please email us and we will contact them next year.
 Multi-modal Approaches to Accessibility and Literacy

FREE Telephone Conference Crash Course

Monday, October 17, 2005, 9AM-6:30PM EST.
SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR A FULL COURSE SCHEDULE!
To access the Telephone Conference Crash Course: 

Call (641) 985-8500; When asked by the recording, enter our conference code, AEB2005 (i.e., 232-2005), followed by the # key.

So, grab a coffee and dial in. You can come in and out of this all-day course as often as you like, but please don’t interrupt the guest speakers. At the end of each session there will be an opportunity for you to ask questions of these experts and share your own insight into the topics discussed.

Many of you remember telephone conference calls in 2003 and 2004, and we know that you enjoyed informative presentation by guest speaker and involved discussions at the end of every hour. As in previous years, this course will feature learning tools, basics of program development, and model programs. 
NEW THIS YEAR!  Several sessions will highlight the state-of-the-art research and pioneering educational programs that were the focus of the October 14-15 International Conference on Multi-Modal Approaches to Learning. 

Here are some of this year’s great speakers:
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Elisabeth Salzhauer Axel (right), the founder and Executive Director of Art Education for the Blind and Patricia Maurer, Community Relations Director of the National Federation of the Blind (left) will open the crash course
[image: image3.emf]Beth Ziebarth, Coordinator of Accessibility Program for the Smithsonian Institution, will be an opening speaker of the 9:30 am session on Multi-modal Approaches to Accessibility: Best Practices. For those who could not attend the New York conference on Oct. 14 and 15, this session will cover the presentations and discussions that took place at the conference.
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 John M. Kennedy has been on the on the forefront of research on tactile pictures, perception and representation by blind people since 1971. He is author of "Drawing and the Blind" (1993), Yale University Press, as well as editor of "Metaphor and Symbol". Kennedy will share some his latest research during the Theory and Research: Touch vs. Vision session at 11am.
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Romeo Edmead is a writer at Matilda Ziegler magazine. He recently authored an article on art and museum experiences in New York. Romeo will be speaking about cultural literacy and acquisition of cultural knowledge by people who are blind  at the 5pm session.
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David Rose will be the opening speaker for the 5pm session on Multi-modal Approaches to Learning and Literacy for ALL. David Rose helped to found CAST (Center for Applied Special Technology) with a vision of expanding opportunities for students through the innovative development and application of technology. Rose specializes in developmental neuropsychology and in the universal design of learning technologies that will impact learning for the diverse students found in today’s classrooms. Dr. Rose lectures at Harvard University Graduate School of Education.
Stories in Art Series at Visions at Selis Manor

This past spring, AEB launched “Stories in Art: Exploring New York City Museums,” the first of six NYC pilot projects at Visions at Selis Manor – a project of Visions Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired. In this program series, presented in conjunction with area museums, participants explore narrative themes found in the paintings, sculpture, and decorative arts from the collections of various local museums. Experienced educators make the works of art accessible through tactile diagrams and other tactile experiences, verbal descriptions, and sound compositions. So far, five museums have participated: The Museum of Modern Art, American Folk Art Museum, The Lower East Side Tenement Museum, The Jewish Museum, and The Metropolitan Museum of Art

“Creating narratives has been one of art’s most important tasks for centuries,” says AEB Associate Executive Director Nina Levent. “Since the age of antiquity, art has related the tales of the times, including the classic sagas of Greek and Roman gods, the great stories of the Old and New Testaments, and even the modern adventures of comic book heroes. Genre paintings and historical artifacts tell stories of everyday life, and historical paintings describe important events. In this series, our guest lecturers choose works of art that tell a story or series of stories, and focus their presentations on the narrative aspects of the art.”

This fall, four more museums will join the Stories in Art program in Visions at Selis Manor’s, including The Lower East Side Tenement Museum (October 27), The Jersey City Museum (November 10), The Jewish Museum (November 17), and the Queens Museum of Art (December 1). In addition, AEB will teach a weekly course in Art History during the fall term.

Selis Manor, located in Manhattan at 135 West 23rd Street, is a residence for low-income people who are blind or visually impaired. Visions Services has an office in the residence and offers free classes, special events like our lecture series, adapted recreation, and volunteer and social work services at no cost for residents and people who are blind or visually impaired in the NYC-area.

AEB’s projects with Visions at Selis Manor are made possible in part by the New York Stock Exchange Foundation and the Mary Duke Biddle Foundation.

[image: image7.jpg]



Innovative educator Elke Zollitsch, featured in last years Awareness Week Alert III, will be coming to New York!

Elke will be joining us for the conference at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and on October 20, 2005 will present a workshop on her integrated class experiences and raised line drawing techniques. If you are interested in attending the workshop, please contact Rebecca McGinnis at Rebecca.McGinnis@metmuseum.org
Upcoming Events:

JOAN CAN YOU CUT AND PASTE CALENDAR FOR THE second week – 10 days.







Art Education for the Blind’s


Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month is here!


Celebrate October, 2005!





Awareness Month is a chance for museums, libraries, schools and other community institutions – even individuals –to showcase the work they are doing to promote art education for people who are blind or visually impaired. The 100 organizations celebrating this year’s Awareness Month are posted on our website � HYPERLINK "http://www.artbeyondsight.org" ��www.artbeyondsight.org�.


People who are blind both can and should have access to the world’s visual culture. They should take their place in the arts and museum communities, as participants, contributors, and employees.
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