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This October marks the sixth year of celebrating Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month (originally Awareness Week). For the next 30 days, some 180 organizations around the world are working together to bring public attention to the need for and benefits of making art and visual culture accessible to children and adults with vision loss.  Hopefully, all of us will get press coverage of our programs and services with and for people with disabilities.
If you haven’t contacted your local press about Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month, DO SO TODAY. Here’s some information you might include in your letter and/or press release:
· The benefits of art education for people who are blind or visually impaired are largely the same as those for sighted people. Sighted and blind people alike benefit from the critical thinking skills, language skills, cooperative learning, and general life enrichment provided by studying art history. Art making can serve to foster sensory awareness, manual dexterity, self-confidence, and self-awareness. Children of all ages benefit from academic curricula enhanced by the teaching of aesthetics, art making, art history, and art criticism. 
· Among the benefits unique to blind individuals are braille reading skills, mobility and map-reading skills, and tactile exploration skills, all of which contribute significantly to a blind person’s success in a sighted world. Being versed in and contributing to visual culture helps blind people to break through social barriers and increases confidence.
· Pictorial literacy is a concept not everyone recognizes, but which plays a crucial role in everyday life. Consider how much more difficult it is for blind people to learn biology without having a diagram of the heart, or to memorize the location of each state of the United States when provided only with an educator’s verbal description of the map. Sighted people have access to a wealth of pictorial information: they form image banks containing images and symbols, from road signs to the Egyptian pyramids. We need to introduce pictorial literacy to people who are blind by teaching them to use and create tactile images. Blind people are able to understand visual information through touch and sound, and these learning tools need to be made available to them. 
Feel free to contact Art Education for the Blind for direct quotes from its staff to include in your press release – or to give Art Education for the Blind’s phone number to reporters. It is (212) 334-8720.

NEW BOOK ON BLINDNESS & TOUCH BY SIMON HAYHOE
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Why do we have the attitudes we do towards blindness, touch and blind people? Can our attitudes change with our culture? Have these attitudes always been the same, or have they been adapted to suit the purposes of institutions and intellectual beliefs? These are among the questions addressed by Simon Hayhoe in his recently released book: God, Money, and Politics – English Attitudes to Blindness and Touch, from the Enlightenment to Integration (Information Age Publishing, Inc., © 2008). 

“In God, Money, and Politics,” Dr. Hayhoe explains, “I discuss these themes in the context of England and my culture of Englishness. In doing so, I offer the reader a glimpse into the 300 years of institutional history since the development of the modern study of blindness, and in my conclusions I invite three important questions for discussion on a global stage. One, if cultural factors affect a blind population, do they also affect people from other populations, such as other disabilities, or racial and ethnic groups? Two, more interestingly, do these populations exist only because we study and classify them in the way that we do? Three, do these studies serve different populations’ best interests, or those of the people that study them?"
Dr. Hayhoe holds an M.Ed. from Leicester University (U.K.) with a concentration on visual impairment and the arts, and a Ph.D. in the same subject from Birmingham University. He has served as a Visiting School Teacher Fellow at Cambridge University, and currently is Head of ICT at Leicester Grammar School, and a consultant to Art Education for the Blind (New York) and BlindArt (London).  He brings a deep understanding of people with disabilities to his work as an educator and as a researcher; his father was visually impaired and his mother had a hearing impairment, which he has inherited. 

God, Money, and Politics, demonstrats Dr. Hayhoe’s wealth of knowledge and experience of working with people with disabilities, of his in-depth research of disability and art education, and of his many contributions to the full liberation and social inclusion of the visually impaired into society.

This year’s poster and brochure were designed by Robin Lenowitz. We appreciate the many complements we received on the design and have filled a number of orders for extra copies. While we don’t have any more posters to send out, we still have some brochures available. If you can use another 25 or 50 brochures, send an email to Joan Pursley at: coordinator@artbeyondsight.org.
Be sure to indicate the number of brochures needed and your mailing address.
 
We hope all of your public events are listed on our Website’s Calendar. If they are not, send a quick email to Joan (address above) with details. Ike (the storm) knocked out the power of our Web expert, and we may have lost some emailed updates during that period.
 
Have a success story to share in a future Alert? Send information and a digital photo or two to Joan (again, address above) and copy Angela Ambrosini Haliski (email: ahaliski@yahoo.com), who will be writing features for them this year. Angela is an accomplished designer and journalist in NYC currently working on a master degree in design.

  
CHECK OUT WHAT YOUR FRIENDS ARE DOING: Here’s a link to this year’s Calendar of Events. http://www.artbeyondsight.org/change/aw-calendar.shtml
 
THANK YOU ALL for participating in Art Beyond Sight 
Awareness Month: October 2008, 
and best wishes for your special programs. 
We’ll be featuring some of last year’s programs in future Alerts.
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The conceptualization and philosophy� of blindness and art �are explored through a multitude of different, innovative perspectives �allowing each of us to see the world� in a whole new light.
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