Art Beyond Sight Awareness Alert I

ART FOR ALL SENSES

Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month officially begins in one week!

We want to be sure that you have a copy of this year’s poster, the schedule for the October 30 Telephone Conference Crash Course, and a batch of brochures.  We still have a limited supply of brochures, so if you need more of them, now’s the time to request them from Joan Pursley at editor-at-large@artbeyondsight.org.

Thanks to all of you, we made this year’s goal of having 150 organizations participating in this international initiative to bring public awareness to the need for and benefits of making art and visual culture accessible to all, particularly children and adults who are visually impaired.  With the addition of Children’s National Medical Center, Washington, DC, which joined after the poster and brochures had been printed, there are 151 of us working together to effect change. 

FINAL CALL FOR CALENDAR ENTRIES

Have you submitted information on any/all public programs you’ll be sponsoring during Awareness Month?  If not, now is the time!. Send details to  coordinator@artbeyondsight.org. Be sure to include date, time, location, and contact if pre-registration is required. The calendar is found on Art Education for the Blind’s Web site: www.artbeyondsight.org.  If you click on “calendar” at the bottom of the site’s home page, you will access it directly. For more Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month materials, go to “Change,” and then to ABS Awareness Month.  

SPACE IS STILL AVAILABLE FOR OCTOBER 21 NYC WORKSHOP

The Art of Description: Tools and Techniques

 for Teaching People who are Blind and Partially Sighted

 

Location: The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City 

Organizers: Art Education for the Blind and the Metropolitan Museum of Art
Date and time:  October 21, 10 – 4:30 p.m. Lunch break 12:30 – 2 p.m. 
Fee:  $80 (lunch is not included)
To Register: Call 212-288-7733. Registration is on a first-come, first-served basis. Enrollment is limited. 

 

This workshop will introduce the accessibility tools used to develop museum programming for people with visual impairments, focusing particularly on verbal description. Participants, including museum educators, museum administrators, and docents who work with audiences with disabilities, will develop practical skills in describing works of art to people who are blind and partially sighted, in both written and verbal forms. The two-part workshop will cover:

1. Interpretive learning tools overview and descriptive writing workshop:  After a discussion of the broad range of tools used to create access to art for audiences with visual impairment, we will focus on description.  Participants will review guidelines for writing descriptions, listen to sample descriptions of paintings, sculpture, and architecture, as well as try their hand at writing verbal descriptions.
2. Gallery workshop at The Metropolitan Museum of Art: Participants will explore methods for teaching art, through detailed and vivid description. Ample time will be allotted for participants to practice describing a diversity of objects in the Museum's collection.
Workshop Special Features: 

· In addition to the hands-on training that AEB and The Metropolitan Museum of Art will provide, AEB will review how to use our online Handbook for Museums and Educators. In the Handbook’s accessible Programming A-Z, users learn how to develop an advisory board, launch a pilot program and outreach to their local community. The Handbook contains ready-to-use materials such as fact sheets, check lists for open houses and other events, meeting agendas, and fundraising tips.

·    A customized training packet will be tailored towards the needs of the participants and is likely to include a combination of the following materials:

· Disability Awareness Fact sheets on topics including: Considerations when working with people who are blind and partially sighted, types of visual impairments, and Sighted Guide technique. 

· Guidelines for verbal description

· Guidelines for creating tactile diagrams

· Assessment tools to evaluate accessibility needs

· Planning tools and timetables for launching a pilot program.

ART BEYOND SIGHT AWARENESS MONTH PUBLICITY

We are very excited to have CW11 WPIX – a Tribune Broadcasting Company as a media sponsor for this year’s Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month. Tiffany McElroy, co-anchor of CW11’s Morning News, “Early Edition,” has recorded a 30-second PSA that will be aired on CW 11 WPIX throughout October. (If her name is familiar to some of our West Coast friends, it’s because before moving to NYC, Ms. McElroy worked for NBC affiliates in Chico and Bakersfield, California; for an ABC affiliate in Portland, Oregon; and for WCAU-TV in Philadelphia – where she anchored the morning news and co-hosted a life-style show.) To view the public service announcement, click here
Art Education for the Blind (AEB) was selected by WNYC to be one of three arts oganizations to be featured in PSAs and on www.wnyc.org throughout October as part of the radio station’s Star Initiative. We expect this publicity to drive listeners to our Web site and its Calendar of Events for Awareness Month.

AEB has sent press materials about Awareness Month to NYC media, and we have submitted PSAs to several dozen area radio stations.  We hope that you, too, have contacted your area press about Awareness Month and your accessibility programs. If you have questions about how to do this, click on:

http://www.artbeyondsight.org/change/aw-publicrelations.shtml
STATISTICS, PLEASE

It would benefit all of us to have records of successful programs hosted during Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month. Thus we ask that each of you keep records of attendance at your special October events, and at the end of the month, to email the following to coordinator@artbeyondsight.org:

· A brief description of your program

· The number of people who attended it

· If you/your staff felt it was a successful event – and the things that made it a success, or why you believe it failed, i.e., will you share your tips for success or your list of pitfalls-to-avoid.

We’d like to know not just about programs that were open to the public, but also school programs, staff trainings, etc. New organizations involved in Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month are hungry for good ideas of ways to celebrate. Help us provide them by taking just a few minutes at the end of October document what you did. You’ll find it valuable to have on hand, too, not only when planning future Awareness Month activities, but also when writing year-end reports or approaching your boards for new funding for access programs.

spread the word &

Bring art to everyone in your community!

· HAVE THE NAME OF YOUR INSTITUTION printed in Braille, and apply it to the poster.

· DISPLAY the Awareness Month poster and October 30 Telephone Conference Crash Course schedule prominently in your institution.

· Hand out the Awareness Month brochures – INSERT a flyer listing your own programs during the month!

· JOIN ART BEYOND SIGHT ONLINE COMMUNITY: in your Field or in your Neighborhood.  
Discussion Groups -- share your experiences and talk to experts.  We have five different discipline-based groups: Museums, Educators, Learning Tools, Community and Advocacy, and Theory and Research. 
Listservs. State-by-state or Around the World
· Register your accessible art program or museum on Vision Connection’s Help Near You searchable database at www.visionconnection.org. This will increase participation in your programs and attract local patrons and tourists who are blind or have low vision. 

