Art Beyond Sight Awareness Alert I:

More to Art than Meets the Eye
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“If the world really looks like that I will paint no more!”

~ Fnch npressionist Claute Wont finging sy i s
e o  ple, e scvee st nd s

e e eye!
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People who are blind both can and should have access to the world’s visual culture. They should take their place in the arts and museum communities, as participants, contributors, and employees.

You can do your part!

· spread the word and Bring art to everyone in your community! FORWARD THIS EMAIL to friends and colleagues.
· JOIN ART BEYOND SIGHT ONLINE COMMUNITY: in your Field or in your Neighborhood
Discussion Groups -- share your experiences and talk to experts.  We have five different discipline-based groups: Museums, Educators, Learning Tools, Community and Advocacy, and Theory and Research. 
Listservs. State-by-state or Around the World
· You should have received your copy of Awareness Month poster (pictured above) and brochures in the mail. Display the poster and give brochures to the public. To order more posters or brochures please write us at coordinator@artbeyondsight.org  

· DON’T MISS ART EDUCATION FOR THE BLIND’S FREE TELEPHONE CRASH COURSE! October 17, 9AM-6:30PM EST. Following our tradition of successful telephone conference calls in 2003 and 2004, this year’s course will feature learning tools, basics of program development, and model programs. This 2005 crash course is unique, though, as it also includes several sessions that highlight state-of-the-art research and pioneering educational programs that were the focus of the October 14-15 international conference on multi-modal approaches to learning. Join us for one or all of these sessions. To access the Telephone Conference Crash Course: Call (641) 985-8500; When asked by the recording, enter our conference code, AEB2005 (i.e., 232-2005), followed by the # key. So, grab your coffee and dial in. You can come in and out of this all-day course as often as you like, but please don’t interrupt the guest speakers. At the end of each session there will be an opportunity for you to ask questions of these experts and share your own insight into the topics discussed. This is a FREE telephone conference call. 
· Register your accessible art program or museum on Vision Connection’s Help Near You searchable database at www.visionconnection.org. This will increase participation in your programs and attract local patrons and tourists who are blind or have low vision. 
· Become a mentor! If you are a museum or an arts professional and would like to participate in an e-mentoring program for someone who is blind or visually impaired, please email your contact information to coordinator@artbeyondsight.org; subject line: Mentor program.
· If you know of organization that should be a part of this initiative, please email us and we will contact them next year.

International Conference

Art Beyond Sight: Multi-modal Approaches to Learning

This International Conference organized by Art Education for the Blind, The Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Museum Access Consortium is a central event of the Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month 2005. We hope to welcome many of you in New York on October 14 and 15. The conference will take place The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Museum of Modern Art, and Dahesh Museum of Art..

In a culture in which vision is by far the dominant sense, and life revolves around the visual, the potential for learning through other sensory modalities is too often ignored.  This innovative international conference will address the challenge faced by educators, artists and museum professionals to create multi-modal learning opportunities that better serve all audiences. Psychologists and educators will explore ideas and recent research findings relating to other learning modalities, including touch, sound, language, kinesthetics, and even smell. The conference will also examine the relationships between vision, non-vision, and the other senses, through discussions focusing on blindness and learning. Issues raised include the communication of ideas about visual culture through non-visual means, cross-modal interaction and multi-sensory integration, and the implications of Universal Design for learning. See our website for full schedule
KEYNOTE SPEAKER: GEORGINA KLEEGE. 
Georgina Kleege is an Assistant Professor in the English Department at the University of California, Berkeley, with research interests in creative nonfiction, disability studies, and disability autobiography. She is the author of numerous books and articles, including the novel Home for the Summer, Sight Unseen, and Blind Quest: Letters to Helen Keller (forthcoming).  Sight Unseen is a collection of essays about blindness and sight. Legally blind since the age of eleven, Georgina Kleege draws on her experiences to present not only her view of the world but also the world’s view of people who are blind. “I hope to turn the reader’s gaze outward, to say not only ‘Here’s what I see’ but also ‘Here’s what you see,’ to show both what’s unique and what’s universal,” Kleege writes. 
 Kleege’s parents were both visual artists; as a result, she describes herself as “intensely visual”

“Given a choice, I would generally rather go to an art gallery or a movie theater than a concert hall…I grew up surrounded by [my parents’] art and an awareness that vision involves more than merely aiming the eyes at a particular object. Viewing a painting requires conscious mental effort, an understanding of the choices the artist made, a knowledge of the aesthetic traditions and conventions that the artist works within or against, a familiarity with the methods of applying and fixing pigments…The pleasure I derive from visual media, and from the visible world in general, suggests that although my eyes are blind, my brain is still sighted.”

Kleege, too, considers herself an artist, a verbal artist. In her writings, she explores the cultural role of visual information, and analyzes stereotypes and perceptions of blindness in art and literature:
“ My blindness makes me see impressionistically. The forms I perceive are suggestive of objects. There are no sharp outlines. What matters is light and color. If I were a painter, would my blindness dictate my aesthetic style? Degas had macular degeneration late in life. It prompted him to take up sculpture. But was there something prescient in all those soft-focus impressions of ballet dancers and racehorses? Or do those paintings reveal an earlier onset of the condition that even the artist realized?…It is possible to distinguish between an early Rembrandt  and a late one because detail in his later work becomes fuzzier. Many believe that this difference was due to the development of cataracts late in artist’s life. But this assumes that painters paint only what they see, without highlighting , enhancing, exaggerating, or distorting elements of the visible world to make a point. It seems to me that Rembrandt’s understanding of the world became more complex in his later life, so the crisp, crystalline clarity of his earlier work no longer suited his purpose.”

 

Upcoming Events:

If you have not sent your listings to us, please do so now!  Send to coordinator@artbeyondsight.org .

September 8 – October 16

The Governor Morehead School for the Blind, Raleigh, NC, has an exhibit of students’ artwork on display at The Durham Arts Council. (Opening reception is Thursday, September 15, from 5 to 7 p.m.) Four solo shows will focus on art for the visually impaired.
September 22 – October 19 

The TSETSE Gallery, Providence, RI, is hosting its fourth annual free art exhibit for people who are blind and visually impaired. For information, call the gallery at (401) 453-3337.
September 24 - October 31

Iziko South African National Gallery, Cape Town, is featuring art by students – including those who do not see with their eyes; the artworks were created in response to the students’ experiences in touring the museum’s “Art on Our Doorstep: A Meeting of Two Cultures – The Art of the San and the Dutch in the 1600s” exhibition. The museum is open Tuesdays through Sundays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
September 28 – November 6

Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens, Jacksonville, FL, has a special “Art Beyond Sight” exhibition featuring 50 works by students from the Florida School for the Deaf and Blind and members of the Women of Vision program. The prints, paintings and clay sculptures created for the show were inspired by the works of J. Seward Johnson, whose exhibition is on display at the Museum from October through January.

October 1 - 31

Albuquerque Museum of Art and History has touch tours of its Sculpture Garden and verbal-imaging tours of its permanent art collection and temporary Spanish Art exhibit throughout October. Limited tours are available; interested parties should call Teresa Sedillo, (505) 243-7255, at least two weeks in advance to schedule a tour.
Constitution Hill, Braamfontein, South Africa, features Willem Boshoff’s “Blind Alphabet” exhibition in partnership with Eco-Access, which works with children with special needs. It is also offering a smaller, interactive program using drumming. For details, call 011-381-3100.

Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens, Jacksonville, FL, is sponsoring an Art, Literacy and Blindness Outreach Program Jan Bevan, children’s book author and current author-in-residence at the museum. Ms. Bevan will visit dozens of classrooms to expose students to the relationship between art and literature. The author, who is blind, uses her time with students to talk about issues of diversity and disability. More than 1,1200 students will benefit from this program.

The Dayton Art Institute, Dayton, Ohio, is hosting a children’s gallery tour of “Inside Egypt” daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and on Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. The tour, which includes Audio, braille materials, and tactile diagrams, is free. 
Iziko South African National Gallery, Cape Town, has touch and verbal imaging tours of two exhibitions: “Dumile Feni: A Retrospective Exhibition” – Feni (1942-1991) is considered one of the greatest 20th-century African artists – and “Legacy: The Smith Collection of South African Art.” In addition, the museum offers multi-sensory, cross-disciplinary creative workshops in response to these exhibits’ artworks.
The Laing Art Gallery, Newcastle, UK, has guided introductions to the Gallery for people who are blind or partially sighted. A pre-visit information pack is available; it contains information on audiocassette, CD, and in large print and braille. The guided tours center around the Gallery's new Touch Touch, and provide an introduction to the building and its collections. Tours must be booked in advance with the Learning Team; call 0191 211 2104. 
Les Doigts Qui Rệvent, Dijon, France, is preparing its 6th Annual Tactus European Award. Nine countries -- France, Belgium, Germany, Finland, Italy, United Kingdom, Poland, The Netherlands, and The Czech Republic -- are submitting prototypes of tactile children’s books for the blind. In December, a European panel of sighted and blind adults will select two prototypes for awards. Les Doigts Qui Rệvent will produce the winning prototypes in the languages of the participating countries.
The Maryland State Library for the Blind and the Walters Art Museum, Baltimore, have a display of reproduction touchable sculptures with Braille and large-text labels on view at the library, 415 Park Avenue. In addition, the Library now has a permanent exhibit of artwork created by students of The Maryland School for the Blind. The exhibit is titled “Textured Feelings.”
The TSETSE Gallery, Providence, RI, is offering its space fee to organizations for activities that will benefit people who are blind or visually impaired. Contact the Executive Director, Therese Lavallee, at (401) 453-3337, or tsetse@tsetsegallery.org 
October 1 - 2

Eli Whitney Museum, Hamden, CT -- an experimental building workshop for children -- has the following hands-on projects available on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 5 p.m.: “Frederick,” a mouse in wood and cloth that accompanies Leo Lionni's fable about the power of the inner eye (for 5- to 7-year olds); “Pathagoras' Harp,” a single-string dulcimer (for 7- to 9-year olds); and “Communicating Circuit,” a working investigation of the wiring that carries voices on the telephone (for 10-year olds to teens).
Lower East Side Tenement Museum, New York City, offers its “Confino Living History Program” at noon, 1, 2 and 3 p.m. Tour a living history apartment based on the Sephardic-Jewish Confino family from Kastoria (once part of the Ottoman Empire, now in Greece). Travel back to circa 1916 with a costumed interpreter who welcomes visitors as though they are newly arrived immigrants, teaching them how to adapt to life in America. Visitors may touch any items in the apartment, try on period clothing, and fox trot to music played on an old wind-up Victrola. For reservations, contact TicketWeb (www.ticketweb.com ) or call (800) 965-4827.
October 1

Neuberger Museum of Art, Purchase, NY, celebrates its 30th Anniversary with its Free First Saturdays program, an entertainment-filled day for visitors of all ages that includes free admission to the Museum’s permanent collections & special exhibitions, live music (1-2 p.m.) and hands-on art activities led by teaching artist Kenyatta Williams in the new Children’s Art Activity Center. The museum is open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Also available: Children’s art workshop, noon to 3 p.m. (children must be accompanied by an adult.) Call (914) 251-6112 for more information. 
October 2

Neuberger Museum of Art, Purchase, NY, is holding its 23rd Annual Outdoor Dance program with an interpretive performance at 2 p.m.; the program is in conjunction with the exhibition Acting Out: The Invented Melodrama in Contemporary Photography. Preceding the dance performance will be half-hour tours of the exhibition (at 11:30 a.m. and noon). Also available: Movement workshops for adults and children ages 10 & up, from 12:30 to 1 p.m. and 1 to 1:30 p.m. Free Admission. Call (914) 251-6112 for more information.
October 3-31

Constitution Hill, Braamfontein, South Africa, is displaying artist Willem Boshoff’s “Blind Alphabet A” – a metal and wood construction consisting of 94 sculptures. All the words that initiated the shapes for the blind in this section begin with the letter A. The art shows that touching provides for a more intimate experience than sight. After Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month, the work will move to the Oliewenhuis Art Museum in Bloemfontein.
October 3
Lower East Side Tenement Museum, New York City, is hosting “Getting By: Immigrants Weathering Hard Times,” a one-and-a-half-hour public touch tour, at 2:30 p.m. Visit the apartments of the Gumpertz family in the 1870s and the Baldizzi family in the 1930s. Learn about the networks of support that were available during hard times. For individual reservations, contact Maria Valez at mvelez@tenement.org , (212) 431-0233, ext. 224. 
October 4-7

Miami Art Museum, 101 W. Flagler Street, has touch tours at 10 a.m., 11 a.m. and noon; call (305) 375-1723 to arrange.
October 5

Neuberger Museum of Art, Purchase, NY, is offering an evening of extended museum hours from 4 to 8 p.m., during its First Wednesdays @ the Neu program. This evening features an eclectic mix of performances by students from the Music, Dance Conservatories and more! Enjoy refreshments, new exhibitions, and free admission. Call (914) 251-6112 for more information.
October 6

American Folk Art Museum, New York City, is offering a descriptive tour of the museum’s galleries with an educator sharing the stories behind the art. The 1 to 2 p.m. tour is geared towards an adult audience, but can be adapted for younger audiences. For information or to reserve a spot on the tour, call (212) 265-1040, ext. 119, or send an e-mail to jlo@folkartmuseum.org. (Note: the museum is wheelchair accessible and has two wheelchairs available on site.)
October 7-28

Overbrook School for the Blind, 6333 Malvern Ave., Philadelphia, PA, has a special exhibition of artwork by its present and past students and teachers. The exhibition will be on view at the school’s Neville Center Conference Room and Library.
October 8 - 9

Eli Whitney Museum, Hamden, CT -- an experimental building workshop for children -- has the following hands-on projects available on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 5 p.m.: “Frederick,” a mouse in wood and cloth that accompanies Leo Lionni's fable about the power of the inner eye (for 5- to 7-year olds); “Pathagoras' Harp,” a single-string dulcimer (for 7- to 9-year olds); and “Communicating Circuit,” a working investigation of the wiring that carries voices on the telephone (for 10-year olds to teens).
Lower East Side Tenement Museum, New York City, offers its “Confino Living History Program” at noon, 1, 2 and 3 p.m. Tour a living history apartment based on the Sephardic-Jewish Confino family from Kastoria (once part of the Ottoman Empire, now in Greece). Travel back to circa 1916 with a costumed interpreter who welcomes visitors as though they are newly arrived immigrants, teaching them how to adapt to life in America. Visitors may touch any items in the apartment, try on period clothing, and fox trot to music played on an old wind-up Victrola. For reservations, contact TicketWeb (www.ticketweb.com ) or call (800) 965-4827.

Art Education for the Blind’s


Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month is around the corner! 


Celebrate October, 2005!





Awareness Month is a chance for museums, libraries, schools and other community institutions – even individuals --to showcase the work they are doing to promote art education for people who are blind or visually impaired.





When we established Art Beyond Sight Awareness Week/Month in 2003, it lasted one week and had about 35 participants. Last year, we extended it to two weeks, and had 71 organizations working together toward our common goal. Now, at the urging of many of last year’s participants, we’ve made it a month and are delighted to have passed our goal of � HYPERLINK "http://www.artbeyondsight.org/change/aw-participants.shtml" ��100 participants�. Your agency is one of these more than 100 Awareness Month participants, and we are looking forward to an exciting month.
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