Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month: October 2007 --  Alert II
TELEPHONE CONFERENCE CRASH COURSE

Art Education for the Blind’s annual Telephone Conference Crash Course is scheduled for Monday, October 15. It will begin at 9 a.m. Eastern Daylight Time and run throughout the day. Below is the schedule and information on this year’s speakers – a number of whom were among the presenters at the September 28-30, 2007 Art Beyond Sight: Multimodal Approaches to Learning, Creativity and Communication conference.

We use FreeBridge conferencing service for this tele-conference, so the only cost involved in participating is your normal long-distant phone charges. The number to call is: (605) 772-3790. Our access code is AEB-2007 (232-2007).
Awareness Month participants at the Museo de Arte de Puerto Rico reserve a conference room with a speaker phone for this event, then invite their staff, docents and friends in for coffee and “conversation.” If you, too, do this, please keep the speaker phone on mute until the question-and-answer period at the end of each session. That way, other callers-in won’t hear background noise from your group. 
Here’s the day’s schedule. We’ve provided short bios for participants in the two conversations with artists – and Web site addresses when provided so that you can look at their work before the tele-conference. Also note: there is a link to a PowerPoint presentation that Simon Hayhoe prepared for his discussion in the 3 to 4 p.m. Psychology for Educators session.
9 – 10 a.m. Session

Opening remarks: Elisabeth Axel – Founder and Executive Director of Art Education for the Blind. 
On Eavesdropping: Stephen Kuusisto – Author and Professor at the University of Iowa, where he teaches creative nonfiction courses in the English Department and serving as public humanities scholar in the College of Medicine. Mr. Kuusisto speaks widely on diversity, disability, education and public policy. He was a keynote speaker at the recent Art Beyond Sight conference; there and here he shares his explorations of the world through sound. He is the author of Planet of the Blind, Eavesdropping, and Only Bread, Only Light – the last a collection of his poems. 
Reflections on the Art Beyond Sight Conference: Metropolitan Museum of Art
10 – 11 a.m. Session: Museums and Multi-sensory Learning
Nina Levent, Associate Director, Art Education for the Blind, with:
· Jane Samuels, British Museum, London 

· Santiago Gonzales D’Ambrosio, Reina Sofia, Madrid 

· Hanna Goodwin, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 

· Francesca Rosenberg, Museum of Modern Art, New York City
11 a.m. – noon Session: Universal Design & Multimodal Approaches to Environments

· Andrew Anway, Amaze Design
· Valerie Fletcher, Adaptive Environments

· Sheryl Burgstahler, University of Washington

Noon – 1 p.m. Session: Artist Talk about the role of touch in art, hosted by Lisa Yayla

· Lisa Yayla – Designer of accessible graphics at the Huseby Resource Center for the Visually Impaired, Oslo, Norway. Ms. Yayla is the current leader for the SVG in DAISY project at the DAISY Consortium, and the Administrator of the Accessible Image. She is also an award-winning graphic designer and illustrator, and the author/illustrator of Det falske bløtkake, a Norwegian children’s book.
· Rosalyn Driscoll – Award-winning Sculptor, Painter, Papermaker. Ms. Driscoll explores aesthetic touch through making and exhibiting tactile sculptures, researching tactile/haptic perception, teaching workshops, lecturing, and collaborating with scientists, artists and people with disabilities. Her work has been exhibited in the U.S., Europe and Asia. www.rosalyndriscoll.com. 
· Steve Farley – A Birmingham, U.K. artist who creates designs using resin on board and aluminum to create textured designs and tactile surfaces. “The primary aim that drives my work is to promote a highly personal perspective through developing exploratory medium. The primary inspiration behind the subsequent pieces owes much to an affliction that blighted my sight some five years ago,” he explains.
· Nick Hornby – a British artist whose untitled work comprised of wood, cello pegs and strings was a prize winner in BlindArt’s 2006 Sense & Sensuality competition. He was born in 1980 and educated at the Slade School of Art, University College London and Chelsea School of Art.
· Shari Khayami – Founder of BlindArt, a U.K. nonprofit organization that encourages participation and interaction of the visually impaired in the sighted domain of the visual arts. BlindArt promotes artists, both sighted and visually impaired; finds and fund a permanent public collection of multi-sensory artwork; promotes awareness of the needs of the visually impaired audience; and challenges artists to take a fresh perspective to artwork. http://www.blindart.net
· Andrew Senior – a British artist (he has an M.A. and Ph.D. from Cambridge University) now living in New York. Mr. Senior works in a wide variety of media, particularly welded steel, landscape art and computer animations. While much of his work is visual, and indeed exploits properties of human vision for its effects, for the Blind Art 2006 exhibition he created "Quipu II" a London underground map made of knotted string, intended to be experienced through touch. http://www.andrewsenior.com/
1 – 2 p.m. Session: Artist Talk about creativity,  identity and disability, hosted by Georgina Kleege
· Georgina Kleege – professor of creative writing and disability studies at the University of California, Berkeley. Ms. Kleege is the author of a novel, Home for the Summer; a collection of personal essays about blindness, Sight Unseen; and Blind Quest: Letters to Helen Kelley. Her work frequently appears in such journals as Raritan, Southwest Review, and The Yale Review.
· Gina A. Badenoch – a photographer and Founder of the Sight of Emotion Project, which celebrates blind photography. The project’s goal was to empower blind and visually impaired communities around toe world to create a dialogue with the seeing world, creating awareness and educating public audiences of the needs and experiences of people with sight loss. Ms. Badenoch has an M.A. in Image and Communication from Goldsmiths University, London. She currently lives in Mexico.
· Ann Cunningham – a sculptor, currently working on an original slate bas relief picture, 2x8 feet, commissioned by the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center in celebration of the 25th anniversary of its Tactile Gallery. Ms. Cunningham has been teaching art at the Colorado Center for the Blind since 1999, and collaborating with the Denver Art Museum and the Colorado Ballet on accessible events since 2002.
· Nitza Horner – a teaching artist and freelance educator at The Metropolitan Museum of Art, as well as in schools, shelters, hospitals and other nonprofit organizations. Ms. Horner leads her own program titled “Paint the Music,” a unique multi-media program where integrated audiences create original artwork inspired by live jazz. As a sculptor, she works in stone, concrete, plaster and clay.
· Busser Howell – an Ohio-born, New York City-based painter. After a decade of exploring abstract figures captured in dance, Mr. Howell began working solely in large-scale abstract collages that tracked world events. Starting with simple collages of paint and tar paper, the process of collage has led him through the inclusion of handmade papers, metal screen and the use of everyday objects. Recently, he began experimenting with the kinetic application of paint. Web site: http://busserhowell.com/index2.html
2 – 3 p.m. Session: Sound in Learning Environments
· Lou Giansante, Art Education for the Blind
· Sofie Andersen, Katherine Hales and Wendy Moor, Antenna Audio
· Danielle Linzer, Lower East Side Tenement Museum 

3 – 4 p.m. Session:  Psychology for Educators
· Simon Hayhoe, BlindnesssAndArts.com (Here’s a link to a PowerPoint re his talk: http://www.blindnessandarts.com/publications/education.htm)
· John Kennedy, University of Toronto
· Linda Pring, Goldsmiths College, University of London
4 – 5 p.m. Session: Multimodal Approaches to Classroom Instruction

· Nina Levent, Art Education for the Blind
· Brian Muni, TheraPlay
· Phyllis Rawson, Educational Vision Services, NYC Department of Education
· Kristie Sprinkle, Texas School for the Blind & Visually Impaired 
5 – 6 p.m. Session: Closing Remarks/General Discussion 

Nina Levent and Joan M. Pursley, Art Education for the Blind, invite callers-in to share their own work, their views of the day’s discussions, and to suggest topics for future tele-conferences. 
UPCOMING LONDON CONFERENCE

On November 28 and 29, the Victoria & Albert Museum, London, is hosting In Touch With Art – an international conference on Art, Museums and Visual Impairment. By St. Dunstan’s, in partnership with Goldsmiths, University of London, and the V&A, the conference aims to empower arts organizations to engage creatively with visually impaired people through the visual arts. For details, visit: http://www.sam-culture.com/work-in-touch-with-art.htm.
PUBLICITY SUCCESSES

Kudos to the Brooklyn Museum of Art, which was featured in the New York Daily News and on Brooklyn television’s “News on 12.” AEB’s Nina Levent and artist Busser Howell (one of the artists in our 1-2 p.m. Telephone Conference Crash Course) were also interviewed for the “News on 12” program.  The museum is hosting an open house on October 16, from 2 to 4 p.m. It will feature special tours of the African, Rodin and Peruvian textile collections. To participate in this program, visitors are asked to call (718) 501-6225, or send an email to Maribeth Flynn at maribeth.flynn@brooklynmuseum.org. Space is limited to 40 participants. The museum is located at 200 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, NY.
If your Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month program(s) get press coverage, Art Education for the Blind would love to have a copy of it for its files. Kindly send to: coordinator@artbeyondsight.org or AEB, 589 Broadway – Third Floor, New York, NY 10012.
CHECK IT OUT

Here’s a link to the calendar of events for Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month: http://www.artbeyondsight.org/change/aw-calendar.shtml .  You can get lots of ideas for special events by seeing what similar institutions are doing!
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