Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month: Alert I

October 1, 2009

Welcome to Seventh Annual

Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month: October 2009

We made this year’s goal of having more than 200 organizations participating in this international initiative to bring public awareness to the need for and benefits of making art and visual culture accessible to all, including children and adults who are visually impaired. 
Our motto for this year: ASK US! About museum tours, workshops and programs for people with disabilities.
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Designer: Robin Lenowitz
We want to encourage visitors and students to ask you and your staff about your wonderful programs. We need to let everyone know what’s available to them, so please display the poster, and distribute as many brochures as you can. You may want to insert your program in the brochure or vice-versa.

· Would like more brochures?

Send an email to Marie Clapot at aeb@artbeyondsight.org. Be sure to indicate the number of brochures needed and your mailing address. 

· Need to get press coverage?
If you haven’t contacted your local press about Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month, DO SO TODAY, and if you need any help, feel free to contact Art Education for the Blind for direct quotes from its staff to include in your press release – or to give Art Education for the Blind’s phone number to reporters. It is (212) 334-8723.

· Want to publicize your event?
This is our final call for entries for the Art Beyond Sight Calendar. Send details to aeb@artbeyondsight.org.  Be sure to include your organization’s name and the event date, time, location, and contact if pre-registration is required. The calendar is found on Art Education for the Blind’s Web site: http://www.artbeyondsight.org/change/aw-calendar.shtml .  If you click on “calendar” at the bottom of the site’s home page, you will access it directly. For more Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month materials, go to “Change,” and then to ABS Awareness Month.  

Here’s a link to this year’s Calendar of Events. http://www.artbeyondsight.org/change/aw-calendar.shtml
· Have a success story to share in a future Alert? 
Send information and a digital photo or two to Marie (again, address above), who will be writing features for them this year.
CHECK OUT WHAT’S HAPPENING!
· Third Biennial Conference 

Art Beyond Sight: Multimodal Approaches to Learning 

October 16-17, 2009

The conference will address the challenges faced by educators, artists, museum professionals, architects and designers to create learning opportunities and inclusive learning environments that better serve all audiences, and meet the needs of learners with sensory impairment or those who use different learning styles.  

The conference will showcase best practices in classroom and museum education, as well as pioneering approaches to learning, exhibition and program design. The multidisciplinary plenary sessions that are a trademark of the Art Beyond Sight conferences will feature art historians, anthropologists, curators, neuroscientists, new media and Universal Design experts, and educators, who will present their diverse perspectives on disability, the senses, art and education. In addition to plenary sessions, concurrent sessions will include discussions and thought-provoking cross-disciplinary dialog focused on issues of education program design, accessible website and digital technology, artists with disabilities and their representation in museums and galleries, museums and learning environments, and other topics. 
There will also be Poster sessions during the conference and optional events and museum tours on Sunday, October 18. For more information and the registration form, go to http://www.artbeyondsight.org/change/aw-conference-2009.shtml
· Free Telephone Conference Crash Course

Monday, October 19, 2009: 9 am – 5.30 pm
JOIN Kareem Dale, Special Assistant to the President for Disability Policy, and Elisabeth Axel, founder and President of Art Education for the Blind, in the opening, 9 a.m. session of this year’s Crash Course.  Don’t miss his message and the expert advice of the many other speakers participating in this year’s teleconference. They include: 

Kenneth Eklindh, head of the UNESCO EFA flagship program, “The Right to Education for Persons with Disabilities: Towards Inclusion” – he is among the featured speakers on the 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. session on the role of the arts in inclusive education. Other participants in that session include: Jim Modrick, VSA arts; Dr. Bernadette Kappan, New York Institute for Special Education; and Rodrigo Mendes, Instituto Rodrigues Mendes.

Dr. Rosemarie Garland-Thompson, Professor, Department of Women's Studies, Emory University – her scholarly and professional activities are devoted to developing the field of disability studies in the humanities and in women's studies. She co-edited Re-Presenting Disability: Activism and Agency in the Museum with Richard Sandell and Jocelyn Dodd. Dr. Garland-Thomson will be one of the experts speaking on re-representing disabilities in museums and galleries, a panel that will explore issues surrounding the ways in which disability and disabled people are represented.

We’ll have more on the teleconference in future Alerts, but you can access the full schedule by visiting: 

http://www.artbeyondsight.org/change/aw-crashcourse.shtml
· What’s possible? Fostering a real change in the museum community
 Meeting on Access in the Arts at the White House, June 29, 2009
Convened by Kareem Dale, with Desirée Rogers, White House Social Secretary, and Joe Reinstein, Deputy Social Secretary, this meeting focused on (a) the work that still needs to be done to make America’s museums and centers for art truly accessible to all, including people with disabilities, and (b) action that can be taken to facilitate change. Representatives of 14 museums, federal agencies -- including the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and Institute of Museum and Library Studies (IMLS) -- and service organization -- including Art Education for the Blind/Art Beyond Sight Museum Institute (AEB) and the American Institutes for Research (AIR) -- were present. Among the issues raised during the lively, open discussion were the need for improved communication and networking among museum professionals, how important it is for arts organizations to work with local community groups and disability advocacy groups, and the desirability of having funding agencies raise the bar re programmatic access requirements. 

Mr. Dale invited the group to submit a formal proposal on action he and the White House can take to facilitate change. In addition, Cynthia Overton (AIR) and Elisabeth Axel (AEB) agreed to create an online community so that the group could keep the conversation going and ensure progress. An outgrowth of the continued conversation is the design and building of a database by AEB that will feature museums and science centers, aquariums, zoos, and botanical gardens’ accessible programs and features.
Note: AEB is hoping to make this database functional as soon as possible. If you are interested in being part of it, please do let us know at aeb@artbeyondsight.org and we will keep you updated.
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In this picture, from left: Joe Reinstlin, Kareem Dale, Desiree Rodgers, Georgia Krantz, Nina Levent, and Gail Andrews.

For more information on the meeting, go to:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/Accessibility-and-the-Arts/
ART BEYOND SIGHT AWARENESS MONTH EVENTS
· Shared Visions Art Exhibit 2009-2010

The 4th annual Shared Visions ’08-’09 International Art Exhibit features a selection of artworks created by artists who are blind or legally blind. Works will be exhibited in the Eye Care Center of Southern California, Fullerton, for a period of one year. JD Lewis’s “Blind Spots - A Visual Simulation of Retinitis Pigmentosa Vision” (below) was selected as the signature piece of the exhibit. Discover more works at http://www.sccoeyecare.com/news.html and more information on JD Lewis’ work at http://www.jdlewiswildlifeprints.com/ and http://www.artbeyondsight.org/change/e-gallery.shtml#lewis
Note: Two of the artists, Rachel Alalou Saba and Liora Goldman, are affiliated to the Center for the Blind in Israel, another Awareness Month participating organization.
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JD Lewis, “Blind Spots - A Visual Simulation of Retinitis Pigmentosa Vision”
THANK YOU ALL for participating in Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month: October 2009;
best wishes for your programs, and please remember to share this Alert with your colleagues.
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